
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 34 
Genesis 34:1-4 - Dinah Raped By Shechem

What a horrible story.  Dinah goes to see some of the young women of the land and gets sexually assaulted by a man 
named Shechem, who was the son of Hamor the Hititte a local ruler of the land.  Shechem rapes her and then falls in love 
with her and tries to now win her heart.  Can you even imagine?  Shechem then demands his father arrange a marriage 
between him and Dinah.

Genesis 34:5-7 - Jacob And Dinah’s Brothers Hear The Terrible News

Jacob hears of this news and is speechless.  His sons return from their fields and are rightfully enraged that their sister 
has been so abused but this scoundrel, Shechem.  They all agree that this is not good or right and certainly not 
something they are accepting.  The brothers have a mix of sorrow for their sister and anger towards Shechem.  What must 
have it been like for Dinah growing up - having 11 (eventually 12) brothers to watch for you, defend you, tease you and 
care for you.

Perhaps part of the brother’s emotions include a little bit of “how could we have let this happen.”  That sort of 
sentiment is a good place for thoughts of revenge to be born.

Genesis 34:8-12 - Hamor Asks For Dinah’s Hand For Shechem

Adaciously, Hamor does his son’s bidding and approaches the family and asks for Dinah to marry Shechem, who he describes 
as having a soul that “longs for your daughter”.  He proposes to this family filled with young men to give some of his 
daughters to be their wives.  It’s a marriage proposal but also a business transaction - for the family of Jacob to then 
have access to the land and property of Hamor’s domain.

While this sort of wedding-business transaction was not uncommon for this culture, it was not the way of Abraham’s 
family.  They were to be seperate - strangers and pilgrims in this land - looking for and depending on God’s plan to give 
them the land, descendants and blessing.  This proposal by Hamor would have gone against their covenant.  But Hamor is 
trying to use money, possessions and sex to calm the wrath of Jacob’s sons.  And he’s doing this because his bratty 
predator of a son has asked him to.

Genesis 34:13-18 - Jacob’s Son’s Counter-Proposal To The Proposal

It appears that Jacob’s sons intercept the proposal, or at least take it upon themselves to respond to Hamor’s offer.  
They say that they can only agree to this deal if all of the people in Hamor and Shechem’s company (family and 
townspeople it would seem) first are circumcised.  “After all”, they reply, “we are a circumcised people, and can’t 
intermarry with people who’s males are not.”
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If everyone gets circumcised, then it’s a deal.  If not, no deal.  Hamor and Shechem consider the counter proposal and 
they conclude that it seems “reasonable” or “good” (v. 18).  Not sure how their brothers and guy friends are going to 
feel about it when they get home, but for now, there’s a gentleman’s agreement to move forward.   What would one be 
willing to do to cover up a rape of an innocent woman?  Apparently circumcise themselves and all the men of their town.

To Hamor and Shechem, the brother’s of Dinah, seem to be as messed up as they are.  They are willing to forget about the 
rape of their sister for a deal to marry some of the Hitite women and use Hamor’s land to graze their flocks.  Hamor is 
probably walking back home with a bit of relief that his power of persuasion got his son out of a jam.  However, the key 
phrase to note in this section is this: “Jacob’s sons answered...with deceit…” (v. 13).

Genesis 34:19-24 - The Men Of Hamor’s City Are All Circumcised

Hamor and Shechem (who we learn was beloved in this region, v. 19) return home and appeal to the men of the city to join 
them in this contract with Jacob’s sons.  They propose this as a good and beneficial deal for their people.

Hamor & Shechem appeal to this whole proposal as ultimately being a good deal for them and they position themselves as 
the winner of this arrangement - in spite of the “cost”:

Genesis 34:23 (NLT) - But if we do this, all their livestock and possessions will eventually be ours. Come, let's 
agree to their terms and let them settle here among us."

What a window in the heart of humanity.  Evil leading to more evil leading to attempts to cover evil by more evil - all 
with a human-centric focus about covering your own assets, maneuvering so that you can get the best deal for yourself, 
and avoiding the consequences of one’s behavior.  

Thankfully the world has gotten so much better since this primitive time (if only!).

Genesis 34:25-31 - The Sons Of Jacob Have Their Revenge

The men of Hamor all go through with it.  And this is exactly what Jacob’s boys had hoped for.  Knowing the (painful) 
process of circumcision better than anyone, they jump on their chance to get revenge for Dinah’s exploitation.  Simeon 
and Levi jump into action on the third day when the men of the city “were in pain” (v. 25) and kill every man of the city. 
They killed Hamor and Shechem and rescued Dinah from their house.  Then the other sons of Jacob come and take all of the 
valuables of the city - “because they had defiled their sister” (v. 27).

Understandable, yes.  Admirable, no.  Jacob himself learns of their actions and is not happy.  He fears that this action 
will lead to a reputation for their family - and inspire revenge from other Canaanite tribes.  The brother’s respond with 
a classic brother response “well what did you expect us to do?”  And with that this sad and almost random record in the 
larger context of our story ends.

Jacobs RESPONSE isn’t even about their son’s behavior…it’s abot how it will affect his repuration
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This chapter is one of those chapters in the Bible that really makes you think about “what would you do?” It is a chapter which 
challenges our ethics and demands we wrestle with different verses and real life situations of evil in this fallen world.  This 
chapter is not a good chapter, but it is good for us to be challenged like this.

What we see yet again in the family of Abraham is that the generational sins continue to be passed on - now we see them alive 
in Jacob’s sons - the men who will grow to give name the 12 tribes of Israel.  Abraham was a deceiver, so was Isaac, and we know 
Jacob was - and now Jacob’s sons “answer with deceit” (v. 13) just like their daddy’s did.  There was sexual and relational 
problems with Abraham, and Isaac, and definitely with Jacob (remember the epic baby-battle between his wives?) - and now Dinah 
is raped, and the sons pretend to want to intermingle with the Hittite women.  There are life-long consequences in the life of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob where they went their own way and didn’t trust God - and there will be similar consequences in Jacob’s 
son’s lives - notably Simeon and Levi for their role in this chapter.

Unless you make intentional change to change the behavior patterns of your earthly family, there is a good chance you and I 
will repeat some of these same behaviors - and often times not even know we’re doing it.  This is harmless where we model their 
good behaviors, and devastating where we model their bad ones.  Another reminder to watch out for this, pray about this and 
plead with heaven to model the behaviors of your Father who dwells there instead.

Back to reflections on Genesis 34, make no mistake - what Shechem did was so wrong.  None of this was Dinah’s fault (do not give 
me this, “she should have not been traveling to visit the women alone” line).  Shechem was wrong.  And in the Old Testament, even 
pre-Mosaic Law system of justice, one could argue from the reasoning of “an eye for an eye” that something should have been 
done to Shechem.  However, the way the sons of Jacob respond, specifically Simeon and Levi, the oldest sons, was not wise or, it 
think we could argue, justifiable.

Think about how they responded - they killed all of the men of the city.  All of them.  Not just Shechem, not just Shechem and his 
father, but all of the men of the city. That is neither a proportional response nor an adherence to the primitive code of “an eye 
for an eye.”  

The pain and anger that Dinah’s brother’s felt would have been pain and anger of the highest level.  They would have been filled 
with wrath and would have craved retribution and vengeance.  Some might argue that what they did was reasonable, after all 
the real villain here is Shechem!  He did this unjustly and the brothers were justified.  But let’s put the brakes on the emotional 
ride for a second - we are afforded this luxury since we’re not living the story ourselves.

Do you see what is completely missing from this story?  Can anyone cite the verse from Genesis 34 where the brothers or Jacob 
himself seek the LORD for wisdom in how to deal with this horrific event?  There is none.  If you do a word search in this chapter 
for the word “God” or “The LORD” you will find that you come up with zero results.  

Before we argue about what we think might be black and white to do or not do in situations like this - we have to acknowledge 
that without involving God, without consulting His word or being led by His spirit we’re probably already off to a bad start.  
Nowhere in this chapter do we see the ‘fathers of faith” making decisions that reflected that name.  

This is not a textbook chapter on how to deal with problems that come in our lives because of other people’s sin.  Here are some 
verses instead we should remember at a time like this:
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James 1:19-20 - Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow 
to get angry. 20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires.

Galatians 6:7 - Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.

Romans 12:17-19 - Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so 
far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.

Romans 12:21 - Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Taking matters into our own hands, taking vengeance for ourselves, returning evil for evil - never - makes things better.  Two 
wrongs might make you feel better for the moment, but two wrongs don’t make a right.  Who knew our kindergarten teachers were 
so wise afterall.
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